
June 13, 2013 

Dear Incoming Fifth-Graders and families, 

Welcome to the fifth grade!  I enjoyed meeting you during the “step up” session 
and I’m excited about having you in our classroom this fall. 

Again this year, we are asking St. Francis students to review math and reading 
regularly through the summer, so that all the hard work put into learning and 
memorizing in the previous grade will not be forgotten.  This will help you be more 
confident as you return to school in the fall since I will not spend a lot of time 
reviewing and we will be ready to jump right into the fifth grade curriculum. Also, 
faithfully completing the summer math will help you on the math section of the 
Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) in October. 

MATH: 

The most important computational concepts students need to focus on and review 
this summer are below.   There will be an assessment over these concepts during 
the first week of school. 

 All math facts. Be able to recall them rapidly. 
 Add and subtract with regrouping. 

 70,030          526,362            9746 

-54,269        +215,875            2054 

                                             +9583 

 Multiply three digits by two digits.   

                                    629 

                                           x  37 

 Divide up to three digits by one digit. 

                853 ÷ 9 = 

 All the above equations with money/decimals. 
 
 Finding equivalent fractions. 

            8/12 = 4/6 = 2/3 



The Mathletics website is the best way to accomplish math review.  We are asking 
students to complete 1000 points a week for eight of the eleven weeks during the 
summer.  For every 1000 points earned, the program will issue an online certificate.  
There is no need to make hard copies of the certificate since I will be able to 
access your child’s record at the end of the summer to view what they’ve 
completed.   

Please be aware that the Mathletics program resets each Sunday, so any points 
gained during the previous week are lost if you have not completed the 1000 
needed to gain the certificate by Saturday night.  The points for the week can only 
be earned from Sunday to Saturday, and then the program starts over at zero.  
Likewise, students may only complete one week at a time.  It is not possible to do 
more than one week’s worth of work in one week.  If you want to do more than the 
math required for the week’s certificate, you may play “Live Mathletics” which 
does not give points towards certificates or track the scores, so I will not be able 
to see what you’ve done.  If you do not have access to a computer, you may use 
workbooks or make up practice problems yourself. 

READING: 

You are required to read two novels over the summer.  One will be assigned and the 
second can be your choice.  You will receive grades for both these assignments.  I 
encourage you to read regularly during the summer, at least 30 minutes a day. 

1. The assigned novel is The Name of this Book is Secret by Pseudonymous 
Bosch.  This is the first book in a very interesting series.  After you read 
this book I want you to complete one project from the list below: 
- Create a 5-7 page picture book (with words) depicting the most important parts of the 

story. 
- Draw a cartoon strip (with dialogue) of the most important events in the story. 
- Design a mobile using 6 different characters or events, or both, to illustrate your book. 

For each item on the mobile, write a few sentences about why that character or event 
was important to the story.   

- Decorate a cereal box. Take a large cereal box and slit it down the middle in the front 
and then across the top and bottom from the middle so it opens like a closet or 
cupboard. You can decorate the front as the book cover and fill the inside with pictures 
or objects which relate to the story. For each picture and/or object, write a few 
sentences about how it relates to the story. 

- Create a foldout. Cut a long strip out of construction paper. Fold the strip into eight 
even sections. Each section is designed to tell a part of the story using pictures and 
words. The finished product is folded like an accordion. Front and back covers can be 
made out of stronger paper and glued on. 



2. The second novel is your choice.  After you read this book, please complete a 
short summary of the book (1/2 to 1 page) in your own words.  Work should 
show correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, capitals, and be written/typed 
neatly. I ask parents to initial the summary.   

I am excited about seeing you in September!  Have a blessed, happy and memorable 
summer. 

 

Denise Murphy 

Grade 5 teacher 

 

 

                    

 

   


